THE ARROW. 


In the Theatre there lies the spiritual seed and kernel of ali national poetic 
and national moral. culture. No other branch of Art can ever truly flourish or 
ever atd in cultivating the people until the Theatre’s all-powerful assistance has 
been completely recognised and guaranteed.—WAGNER. 


No. 4. JUNE 1, 1907. Vol. 1. 


I NEED add but little to the argument raised by the production of 
“ The Playboy” in Dublin, for my own statement, made in “ The 
Arrow ” at that time, is on sale in the theatre. The failure of the 
audience to understand this powerful and strange work has been the 
_ one serious failure of our movement, and it could not have happened 
but that the greater number of those who came to shout down the 
play were no regular part of our audience at all, but members of 
parties and societies whose main interests are political. We have 
been denounced with even greater violence than on thé first 
production of the play for announcing that we should carry it to 
- London. We cannot see that an attack, which we believe to have 
been founded on a misunderstanding of the nature of literature, 
should prevent us from selecting, as our custom is, whatever of our 
best comes within the pay, © of our players at the time, to show 
in some English theatres. Nearly all strong and strange writing is 
attacked on its appearance, and those who press it upon the world 
may not cease from pressing it, for their justification 1s its ultimate 
acceptance. Ireland is passing through a crisis in the life of the 
mind greater than any she has known since the rise of the Young 
Ireland party, and based upon a principle which sets many in opposi- 
tion to the habits of thought and feeling come down from that 


y, for the seasons change, and need and occupation with them. 


art 
Man y are beginning to recognise the right of the individual mind to 
see the world in its own way, to cherish the thoughts which separate 
men from one another, and that are the creators of distinguished life, 
instead of those thoughts that had made one man like another if 
they could, and have but succeeded in setting hysteria and 
- insincerity in place of confidence and self-possession. To the Youn 

Ireland writers, who have the ear of Ireland, though not its distracted 
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mind, truth was historical and external and not a self-consistent 
personal vision, and‘it is but according to ancient customs that the 
new truth should force its way amid riot and great anger. 
* | 
The plays we bring to London are a selection from a considerable 
number which have been produced at the Abbey Theatre, and some- 
times we have had to choose some particular one, not because it is the 
best, but because it suits our players or as many ascan travel. I 
would myself sooner have been represented by ‘“ Deirdre” or 
“The King’s Threshold,” than by ‘‘ The Shadowy Waters,” which 
may not seem a play to any but the lovers of lyric poetry, or 


“On Baile’s Strand,” which is part of a cycle of plays on the life of 


the ancient hero Cuchulain. The training of verse speakers has 
become the most laborious part of our work, for a player may be 
excelient in all else and yet have all to learn in verse or be 
altogether unfitted for it. In the first state of our theatre it proved 
to be impossible, no matter how great the enthusiasm of individuals 
to keep to work so arduous and prolonged players who had to 


earn their living in some workshop or office. Even yet we have 


only made a beginning, and with the exception of one or two 
_ speakers, cannot claim more than the rightness of our methods. 
Good speech of some kind has always, whatever the play, been our 
principal pre-occupation—for only when there is musical, finely 
articulated, delicate, varied, deliberate speech, can style, whether 
the play be in verse, or, as are the greater number of ours, in dialect 
have any effect upon the fortunes of a play, and as St. Beuve has 
said, style is the only thing that is immortal in literature. It is to 
_ set arbitrary limits to the office of the player, to grant it gesture and 

facial expression, but to deny it, as some do, a fine speaking of 
fine things, or to think that the stage has become more really the 


stage, more consistent with itself, in forgetting the ieeling for fine 
oratory that made possible the rogues and clowns of Ben Jonson 


and the Princes of Corneille and of Shakespeare.—W. B. YEATs. 


AN EXPLANATION. 


I wisH to explain on behalf of myself and the players to some whose 
Opinion we respect, why, having been attacked for the performance 
of the ‘“‘ Playboy” in Ireland, we have decided to bring it to 
England. e would rather have given Ireland another opportunity 
of judging it when the heat caused by the collision of organized 
interruption and organized force had cooled down. But some attacks 
published, the latest through an English paper, have been of such an 
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unworthy nature that we felt it would be necessary either to take 
the play into the Courts as the subject of a libel action or to some 
calm audience, and this audience we hope to find in Oxford, 
and in London. | 

I may say that the play was never acted as it is printed. I 
know, though I was not present, that it was considerably cut in 
rehearsal ; and after the first public performance, we, the players and 
I, went through it and struck out any expressions that had given 
offence, and which were not necessary to the idea. It wasso played 
during its Dublin week, and so it will be played in England. We 
did nothing, however, to soften or to hide the central idea; we felt 
that would be an insincerity. This idea may be taken very serious- 
ly if taken as a yet to be fulfilled prophecy, and is it not said that 
every work of art is either a memory or a prophecy? It is a fore- 
shadowing of what will happen if emigration goes on carrying off, 
year by year, the strongest, the most healthy, the most energetic. 
0 looking at our fields and farms I think of war time in ancient 

ome. | 


harvests of Arretium 
“ This year old men shall reap ; 
‘¢ This year young boys in Tiber 
‘¢ Shall fling the struggling sheep.” 


The old are always left to us, and the very young, the weakly in 
body or in mind. Some day it may be not a prophecy but a 
tommonplace that a man coming with a name for strength and daring 
even in crime may take the mastery of a feeble countryside. Can 
anyone say that such a tragedy is impossible? And if the idea be a 


mere fantasy, who is so thin-skinned as to take offence? There are © 


some critics, town dwellers for the most part, who would be ‘‘ more 
royallist than the king,” and cry out if the Irish peasant is represented 
with the lack of any virtue, no, if he be even called a peasant. And 
what then about other classes? The first play produced by our 
Irish Literary Theatre was Mr. Edward Martyn’s “ Heather Field,” 
the subject of which is the driving of a husband from idealism to 


madness, by the narrow and vulgar conventionality of a woman of 


my own class. The “ Bending of the Bough,” founded on his “‘ Tale 
of a Town,” had the same idea differently treated. Protestant 
friends of mine have been able to admire, as I do, the spiritual beauty 
of Father Dineen’s “ Faith and Famine,” though, we believe, its 
picture of Protestant bigotry to be not only a caricature but an 


impossibility. A Unionist paper made an attack upon the “ Rising 


of the Moon,” on the ground of its belittling the Royal Irish 
Constabulary, and yet I have been told that there was ‘“‘ never such 
great laughing” as when the little comedy was read in a Belfast 
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Police Barrack. The plays we have produced must be taken as ‘a 


whole; there are types of nobility in them as well as of greed or 
folly. Seanchan’s high pride stands against Dempsey’ s ignoble 


bendings. 


I am sorry Mr. Synge laid the scene of his play in Mayo if Mayo 


ople are offended. He might have mentioned some undiscoverable 
rish district. Yet if Mayo has cause to complain it may remember 
that Mr. Yeats has made his young bridegroom, who gives up love, 
home and all to follow Cathleen ni Houlihan, a Mayoman. I am 
not sure there are not counties which would adopt the ‘‘ Playboy” and 
his whimsical admirers into their baronies, if they might also claim 
Michael Gillane as of their kin. I do not think it will be very long 
before Mayo, while thanking Clare and Galway for well meant 
resolutions of denunciation and of patronage, will say that in such 
questions it will prefer taking its soul upon its own shoulders, and 


judging nm not by hearsay but for itself.—A. GREGORY. 
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PLAYS PRODUCED BY THE NATIONAL THEATRE 
SOCIETY, LTD., DURING THE SEASON 1906-7. 


DEIRDRE, 
A play in verse, by W. B. Yeats. 


THE SHADOWY WATERS, 
A play in verse, by W. B. Yeats. 


THE PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN WORLD, 
A comedy in three acts, by J. M. Synge. 


THE CANAVANS, 

A comedy in three acts, by Lady Gregory. 
THE JACKDAW, 

A comedy in one act, by Lady Gregory. 


THE RISING OF THE MOON, 
A play in one act, by Lady Gregory. 


THE GAOL GATE, 
A play in one act, by Lady Gregory. 


THE POORHOUSE, 


A comedy in one act, by Lady Gregory and Dr. Douglas Hyde. 


THE MINERAL WORKERS, 
A comedy in three acts, by William Boyle. 


INTERIOR, 
A play in one act, by Maurice Maeterlinck (first time in Ireland). 


THE EYES OF THE BLIND, 
A play in one act, by Miss W. M. Letts. 


FAND, 


A play in verse in two acts, by Wilfred Scawen Blunt. 
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WHAT IS THE 
OLA-PIANO ? 


A Combination of the BEST PIANO- 
PLAYER with one of the FINEST 
UPRIGHT PIANOS in the Market. 


THE STECK PIANOLA-PIANO 
can be played by hand exactly like an 
Ordinary Piano, and the change to Pianola 
Playing can be made in a few seconds. 


PRICE LIST AND FURTHER PARTICULARS ON APPLICATION TO 


— CRAMER, WOOD CO., 


4 and 5 WESTMORELAND STREET, DUBLIN. 


LIQUID COFFEE AND 
CHICORY IS THE 
a cw BEST. TRY ITAND 


TELL YOUR FRIENDS. 


MANUFACTURED BY 


DUBLIN. 


The ONLY Liquid Coffee with the true Coffee flavour. 


HELY’S, LIMITED, 


Printing G Stationery x Publishers G Account 
Contractors. Book Makers. 


27, 28, 29 & 30, Dame Street, 
Acme Works, Dame Court, 
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BOOKS BY W. B. YEATS. 
VERSE. | 


POEMS. 8vo. 7/6 net. (T. Fisher Unwin). | 
THE WIND AMONG THE REEDS. 8vo. 3/6 net. (Elkin Matthews). 


POEMS, 1899—1905. 8vo. 6/- net. (A. H. Bullen). This book contains besides lyries and 


narrative poems all of Mr. Yeats’ verse plays which are of the repertory of the National 
Theatre Society. They have been so completely re-written since their first publication . 
that they are practically new poems. ree earlier editions are still on sale 
(Maunsel & Co.) 


PROSE. 


THE CELTIC TWILIGHT. 8vo. 6/-. THE SECRET ROSE. 8vo. 6/- net. 
IDEAS OF GOOD AND EVIL. 8vo. 6/- net. 


THE HOUR GLASS and other plays. 3/6 net. This volume contains all Mr. Yeats’ prose 
plays that are in the repertory of the Theatre. They can also be had at 1I/- in paper 
covers from Maunsel & Co. 


WHERE THERE IS NOTHING. In five acts and in prose. 3/6 net. A. H. Bullen. 


BOOKS BY LADY GREGORY. 


CUCHULAIN OF MUIRTHEMNE. The Story of the Men of the Red Branch of Ulster | 


With a Preface by W. B. Yeats. Second Edition. Large crown 8vo. 6/- net. 


“In his interesting preface to Lady Gregory's ‘ Cuchulain of Muirthemne,’ Mr. W. B. Yeats esses his 
opinion that it ta ths best book that has come from Ireland in recent years. In this we heartily concur.” 


GODS AND FIGHTING MEN. The-.Story of the Tuatha de Danaan and of the Fianna of 
eg With a Preface by W. Yeats. Second Edition. Large crown 8vo, 
- net 
“ To say that Lady dow Sabor rece uence Irish legends is worthy of her ‘Cuchulain of Muirthemne 
is praise enough.” —Daily Ch 


POETS AND DREAMERS. Studies and Translations ies the Irish. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo, 6/-. 


‘'The most charming book that has come out of Ireland for many a We are grateful to 
Lady Gregory for some hours that could not have been more pieneant Wf thorthad’é been spent ‘in the country 
in actual converse with poets and dreamers.” —Morning Post. 


London: JOHN MURRAY, Albemarle St., W. 


OF THIS THEATRE HAS BEEN 
EXECUTED BY 


MARKS BROS., 
Painting Contractors and Decorators, 
13 South Anne Street, Dublin. . . 


ESTIMATES FREE. 
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A SELECTION from 
M. ki. GILL & SON’S New Publications 6 Editions. 


A Text Book of Irish Literature. Part I. 


BY 
ELEANOR HULL, 


Author of ‘‘ Pagan Ireland,’ ‘‘ Early Christian Ireland,” etc. 


This Volume deals with the older Remaaee Literature of Ireland, and with the Ecclesiastical, phical and nationa 
materials preduced in Ireland up to the tn part of the sixteenth century. Particular attention is paid to the poetry of the 
ea lier bards pa re the orth ee, Se the ninth and tenth centuries, and a full o_o writers up to 1500, so far 
as their names and own, is "nadhedl An Appendix gives the names and summary of contents of the great vellum 
manuscripts in which the larger mass of material is preserved. 

It is intended in a second Volume to deal with the Ossianic Literature, the Historical Tracts and Annals of Ireland, and 
the output of the later bards and the Jacobite and popular poets. A full bibliography will be attached, covering the materials 
dealt with in the two Volumes. Crown 8vo, cloth. 3/- net., by post, 3/4. 


NEW IRISH HISTORY NOVELS. 


When Cromwell came to Drogheda. By Randal MacDonnell, author of Kathleen Mavour- 
neen (6th edition). Crown 8vo, cloth, gilt, 2/6; by post, 2/9. 


In Sarsfield’s Days. A Tale of the Siege of Limerick—a passage from the memoirs of 
- Brigadier Niall MacGuiness, of lveagh, some time Captain in Sars eld s Horse, and later in 
the service of his most Christian Majesty, Louis XIV. of France. L. McManus, author 

of The Silk of the Kine, Nessa, etc., etc. Crown 8vo, cloth, gilt, sie: by post, 2/9. 


Is ireland a Dying Nation ? T. O’Neill Russell. Crown 1/-; post, 1/2. 
o book on Ireland so far reaching in its scope has a within the memory of The author is 
Messrs. M. H. GILL & SON’S Te satis may be obtained through all booksellers, 
or directly from themselves by post. 
Catalogue of our publications will be sent to any address on application. 
M. H. GILL & SONS, LTD., DUBLIN. 


NATIONAL LITERARY SOCIETY OF 
IRELAND, 


6 St. Stephen’s Green. 


President—Dr. Geo. Sigerson, F.R.U.I. 
Hon. Secretary—W. A. Henderson. Hon. Treasurer—Hugh Horan. 
Asst. Hon. Secretary—J. F. Curtis. : Librarian—Miss Mary Hayden, M.A. 


Vice-Presidents—Miss Jane Barlow; G. Coffey, B.L., M.R.LA.; Douglas Hyde, LL.D.; 
Edward Martyn; D. J. O’Donoghue; T. W. Rolleston; P. J. McCall, T.c.; 
Rev. George O'Neill, S.J. M.A. F.R.U.L; Count Plunkett, B.L.. 


The Society was founded in June, 1892, with the object of promoting the study of 

Irish Literature, Music and Art. Its meetings are held in 6 St. Stephen’s Green, every Monday 

ae, at 8.30, from November to June, when Lectures are given on Irish Literature, Art 
usic. 


A Journal of Proceedings is occasionally issued. 
Annual Subscription, 10s. Members number 320. 


The Syllabus contains Lectures by DR. GEORGE SIGERSON, F.R.U.1., Mr. COMMISSIONER 
BAILEY, Mr. C. LITTON FALKINER, M.A., Mr. ARTHUR DARLEY, Mr. W. G. STRICKLAND, 
Dr. J. TODHUNTER, Dr. J. R. O’CONNELL, M.A., etc. 


x For farther particulars apply by letter to the Hon. Sec., 6 St. Stephen's Green 
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NEW AND FORTHCOMING BOOK 


THE PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN 


WORLD, a. 


Comedy in Three Acta, by J. M. Syage. 33 


With Preface, Portrait of 


Theatre Edition, paner carer, 
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HE SHANACHIE (SEC ee 
SYNGE, G, BIRMINGHAM, LORD DUNSANY, MISS 
TEATS, R: CAULFIELD CORPEN, HUGH FU 
(First and Second Numbers can now De 
i cic on“ Literature the Living Vors, 
Hyacinta ey,” by Lady Gregory. 
ISLANDS. 
per Edition: with 12 Drawings: by J. Bo YRATS. 
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